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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

t The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said bit contacting means" in line 16. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, as best understood 
the limitation has been interpreted as "said locking means". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2,5,7 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Falchle '653. Falchle '653 shows in Figures 1 and 2 a tool holder for a tool bit comprising a 
body (Fig. 1) having a separate mounting means (2 and col. 2, lines 42-45) for securing a 
proximal end of body (intersection face of 2 and 1) to a driving tool (1) and a blind axial hole (3) 
at a distal end thereof for receiving the tool bit with at least a portion of the axial hole having a 
corresponding cross-section to that of the tool bit (at forward portion, left side of Fig. 1), a 
locking means (6) engaging at least a portion (5) of the tool bit when tool bit is fully inserted into 
axial hole, a collar (14) mounted around at least a portion of the body slidable between a locking 
and unlocking position, a spring (17) mounted between the body and the collar to bias the collar 
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towards the locking position, and initial insertion of the tool bit into the axial hole results in 
contact with the locking means and displacement of collar away from the locking position to 
allow further insertion until full insertion is reached thus permitting the locking means to engage 
the tool bit (at 5) and collar to move back to the bit locking position (col. 3, line 49 through col. 4, 
line 12). Falchle '653 shows the locking means being a transition element, further defined as a 
locking pin (6), projecting into the axial hole arranged to be contacted by a portion (9) of the tool 
bit to move the collar towards the locking position as the tool bit becomes fully inserted. 

Claims 1,2,4-6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Quiring '946. Quiring '946 shows in Figures 1-2C a tool holder (10) for a tool bit (12) comprising 
a body (18,20,34) having a mounting means (18) for securing a proximal end of body to a 
driving tool and a blind axial hole (24) at a distal end (22) thereof for receiving the tool bit with at 
least a portion of the axial hole having a corresponding cross-section to that of the tool bit (col. 
3, lines 53-58), a locking means (40) engaging at least a portion (14) of the tool bit when tool bit 
is fully inserted into axial hole, a collar (42) mounted around at least a portion of the body 
slidable between a locking (forward, Fig. 2B) and unlocking (rearward, Fig. 2A) position, a 
spring (46) mounted between the body and the collar to bias the collar towards the locking 
position, and initial insertion of the tool bit into the axial hole results in contact with the locking 
means and displacement of collar away from the locking position to allow further insertion until 
full insertion is reached thus permitting the locking means to engage the tool bit (at 44) and 
collar to move back to the bit locking position (col. 5, line 58 through col. 6, line 17). Quiring 
'946 shows the locking means being a transition element, further defined as a locking ball (40), 
projecting into the axial hole arranged to be contacted by a portion (bottom) of the tool bit to 
move the collar towards the locking position as the tool bit becomes fully inserted. Quiring '946 
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shows a proximal end of the axial hole (below inclined cam channel 26) having a corresponding 

cross-section to that of the tool bit (col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DE 4207337. 

DE 4207337 shows in Figures 1-5 a tool holder for a tool bit (3) comprising a body (1,2) having 

a mounting means (1) for securing a proximal end of body to a driving tool and a blind axial hole 

(7) at a distal end thereof for receiving the tool bit with at least a portion of the axial hole having 

a corresponding cross-section to that of the tool bit, a locking means (6) engaging at least a 

portion (outer surface) of the tool bit when tool bit is fully inserted into axial hole, a collar (4) 

mounted around at least a portion of the body slidable between a locking (Fig. 3) and unlocking 

(Fig. 2) position, a spring (5) mounted between the body and the collar to bias the collar towards 

the locking position, and initial insertion of the tool bit into the axial hole results in contact with 

the locking means and displacement of collar away from the locking position to allow further 

insertion until full insertion is reached thus permitting the locking means to engage the tool bit 

(outer surface) and collar to move back to the bit locking position. DE 4207337 shows the 

locking means being a transition element, further defined as a locking washer (6), positioned 

within the axial hole biased by a spring towards a locked position being tilted from a transverse 

plane to an unlocked position where washer is in the transverse plane. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,2,4-6,15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wienhold '916. Wienhold '916 shows in Figures 1-5 a tool holder (10) for a tool bit (40) 
comprising a body (12) having a mounting means (34 and col. 5, lines 5-7) for securing a 
proximal end (32) of a body to a driving tool and a blind axial hole (36) at a distal end (30) 
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thereof for receiving the tool bit with at least a portion of the axial hole having a corresponding 
cross-section to that of the tool bit (col. 5, lines 8-14 and lines 20-22), a locking means (16) 
engaging at least a portion (44) of the tool bit when tool bit is fully inserted into axial hole, a 
collar (14) mounted around at least a portion of the body slidable between a locking (rearward) 
and unlocking (forward) position, a spring (22) mounted between the body and the collar to bias 
the collar towards the locking position (col. 6, lines 52-53), and initial insertion of the tool bit into 
the axial hole results in contact with the locking means and displacement of collar away from the 
locking position to allow further insertion until full insertion is reached thus permitting the locking 
means to engage the tool bit (at 44) and collar to move back to the bit locking position. 
Wienhold '916 shows the locking means being a transition element, further defined as a locking 
ball (16), projecting into the axial hole arranged to be contacted by a portion (62A) of the tool bit 
to move the collar towards the locking position as the tool bit becomes fully inserted. Wienhold 
'916 shows the holder further comprising a spring biased ejection means (26,24) arranged to act 
on tool bit insertion end (62A) when the collar is moved to the unlocked position whereby the 
tool bit is ejected from the holder. Wienhold '916 shows a proximal end of the axial hole 
(adjacent to tool bit insertion end 64A and ejector 24 contact) having a corresponding cross- 
section to that of the tool bit (col. 5, lines 8-14 and lines 20-22). 

Claims 1,2,5,8,9,10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Boyle et al. '914. Boyle et al. '914 shows in Figures 1-6 a tool holder (12) for a tool bit (14), with 
a drill bit (50) on one end and a screw driver bit (52) on the opposite end, comprising a body 
(18,20) having a mounting means (18 and col. 3, lines 21-23) for securing a proximal end of a 
body to a driving tool and a blind axial hole (22) at a distal end thereof for receiving the tool bit 
with at least a portion of the axial hole having a corresponding cross-section to that of the tool 
bit, a locking means (90) engaging at least a portion (46) of the tool bit when tool bit is fully 
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inserted into axial hole, a collar (60) mounted around at least a portion of the body slidable 
between a locking (rearward) and unlocking (forward) position, a spring (61) mounted between 
the body and the collar to bias the collar towards the locking position (col. 4, lines 64-66), and 
initial insertion of the tool bit into the axial hole results in contact with the locking means and 
displacement of collar away from the locking position to allow further insertion until full insertion 
is reached thus permitting the locking means to engage the tool bit (at 46) and collar to move 
back to the bit locking position (col. 4, line 61 through col. 5, line 58). Boyle et al. '914 shows 
the locking means being a transition element, further defined as a detent/rocker arm (90 about 
spring 106 and groove 108) projecting into the axial hole arranged to be contacted by a portion 
(116) of the tool bit to move the collar towards the locking position as the tool bit becomes fully 
inserted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9,10,12,13,17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wienhold '916 in view of Chen et al. '393. Wienhold '916 lacks the tool holder body being 
comprised of two parts. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 1-3,6 and 7 a tool holder having a 
two part body (10,12 and 40) with the proximal end (10,12) configured to be secured to a driving 
tool (col. 2, lines 23-25) and a second part (40) secured to the base part having an axial hole 
(42) for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use of multiple 
mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base holding part. In 
view of this teaching of Chen et al. '393, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to modify the single piece tool holder body of Wienhold '916 to include a multi-part tool 
for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use of multiple 
mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base holding part. 
Moreover it would have been obvious to use a multi-part tool for the single piece tool holder of 
Wienhold '916 for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use 
of multiple mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base 
holding part because it has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in various 
elements involves only routine skill in the art. 

Wienhold '916 lacks the tool bit being a double-ended tool bit having a drill bit on one 
end and a screwdriver bit on the opposite end. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 1-3,6 and 7 a 
tool holder having a multipart part body (10,12 and 40) having an axial hole (42,16) to receive a 
double ended tool (80 and col. 3, lines 2-10) for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the 
tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits. In view of this teaching of Chen et al. '393, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the tool holder body of 
Wienhold '916 to include an axial hole (16) in the proximal end (32) to increase the versatility of 
the tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits (col. 1, lines 40-44). 

6. Claims 9,10,12,13,17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Quiring '946 in view of Chen et al. '393. Quiring '946 lacks the tool holder body being 
comprised of two parts. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 1-3,6 and 7 a tool holder having a 
two part body (10,12 and 40) with the proximal end (10,12) configured to be secured to a driving 
tool (col. 2, lines 23-25) and a second part (40) secured to the base part having an axial hole 
(42) for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use of multiple 
mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base holding part. In 
view of this teaching of Chen et al. '393, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to modify the single piece tool holder body of Wienhold '916 to include a multi-part tool 
for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use of multiple 
mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base holding part. 
Moreover it would have been obvious to use a multi-part tool for the single piece tool holder of 
Wienhold '916 for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the tool holder by allowing the use 
of multiple mounting configurations with different driving means without changing the base 
holding part because it has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in various 
elements involves only routine skill in the art. 

Quiring '946 lacks the tool bit being a double-ended tool bit having a drill bit on one end 
and a screwdriver bit on the opposite end. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 1-3,6 and 7 a tool 
holder having a multipart part body (10,12 and 40) having an axial hole (42,16) to receive a 
double ended tool (80 and col. 3, lines 2-10) for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the 
tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits. In view of this teaching of Chen et al. '393, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the tool holder body of 
Wienhold '916 to include an axial hole (16) in the proximal end (32) to increase the versatility of 
the tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits (col. 1, lines 40-44). 

7. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 4207337 in 
view of Chen et al. '393. DE 4207337 lacks the tool bit being a double-ended tool bit having a 
drill bit on one end and a screwdriver bit on the opposite end. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 
1-3,6 and 7 a tool holder having a multipart part body (10,12 and 40) having an axial hole 
(42,16) to receive a double ended tool (80 and col. 3, lines 2-10) for the purpose of increasing 
the versatility of the tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits. In view of this teaching of 
Chen et al. '393, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the tool 
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holder body of DE 4207337 to include an axial hole (16) in the proximal end (32) to increase the 
versatility of the tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits (col. 1 , lines 40-44). 

8. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Quiring '946 in 
view of Falchle '653, further in view of Chen et al. '393. Quiring '946 lacks the locking means 
being in the shape of a locking pin. Falchle '653 shows in Figures 1 and 2 a locking means (6) 
being in the shape of a locking pin for the purpose of reducing the wear and deformation 
between the locking means and the shank of the tool bit (col. 1, lines 30-38). In view of this 
teaching of Falchle '653, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the tool holder locking means of Quiring '946 to include a pin shaped locking means taught by 
Falchle '653 for the purpose of reducing the wear and deformation between the locking means 
and the shank of the tool bit (col. 1, lines 30-38). 

Quiring '946 lacks the tool bit being a double-ended tool bit having a drill bit on one end 
and a screwdriver bit on the opposite end. Chen et al. '393 shows in Figures 1-3,6 and 7 a tool 
holder having a multipart part body (10,12 and 40) having an axial hole (42,16) to receive a 
double ended tool (80 and col. 3, lines 2-10) for the purpose of increasing the versatility of the 
tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits. In view of this teaching of Chen et al. '393, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the tool holder body of 
Falchle '653 to include an axial hole (16) in the proximal end (32) to increase the versatility of 
the tool holder to receive double-ended tool bits (col. 1, lines 40-44). 

9. Any inquiry concerning the content of this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Michael W. Talbot, whose telephone number is 571-272-4481. The examiner's 
office hours are typically 8:30am until 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. The examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Boyer D. Ashley, may be reached at 571-272-4502. 
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In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, group 3720 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at FAX number 571-273-8300. 
This practice may be used for filling papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing 
papers, which require a fee, by applicants who authorize charges to a USPTO deposit account. 
Please identify Examiner Michael W. Talbot of Art Unit 3722 at the top of your cover sheet. 




Michael W. Talbot 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3722 
28 November 2005 




